Article Title: Improving the Implementation of Indonesian Halal Logistics: A Statistical Approach

Reviewer A:
1. The abstract could be improved by adding quantitative data
based on the study results; more concise sentences should be expressed in
the Abstract.
Reply: The abstract has been revised to include key quantitative data, such as the number of surveyed companies (108), the breakdown of logistics service providers (35) and MSMEs (73), and the primary influential factors identified through multiple regression analysis. Additionally, sentences have been refined for conciseness.
2. Some data i.e. graph, table, pictures related to the study can be added
to support the explanation in the Introduction/Background.
Reply: A growth chart of the global halal economy (Figure 1) has been added to illustrate market expansion trends. Relevant references discussing cross-contamination risks and halal logistics challenges have also been incorporated to strengthen the background discussion.
3. Check and revise Fig. 2 – 4, the numbering a), b), and c) should be
removed.
Reply: The figure captions have been adjusted, and the numbering (a, b, c) has been removed to align with the journal's formatting requirements.
4. There is no quantitative data to support the conclusion, it can be
improved.
Reply: The conclusion has been refined to reflect the key quantitative findings from the analysis. Specifically, it now highlights the most dominant variables affecting halal logistics implementation, such as X1 (information transparency) and X4 (worker training). The percentage of respondents supporting key findings (e.g., 75% emphasizing information availability, 85% agreeing on the role of worker training) has been included to strengthen the conclusion.

Reviewer B:
1. Abstract
The structure can be improved by highlighting key results earlier in the abstract.
Reply: The abstract has been restructured to emphasize key findings earlier, including the number of surveyed companies (108), the significant variables identified (X1 - transparency of halal product information, X4 - worker training, etc.), and the statistical method used (multiple regression analysis). The last portion now focuses on implications rather than repeating results.
2. Introduction
· There is some repetition about cross-contamination risks that could be streamlined for clarity.
Reply: The redundant mentions of cross-contamination have been removed, and the discussion has been condensed to a single, more concise explanation, ensuring clarity while maintaining relevance.

· The authors underline the study's significance but could further specify the research gaps addressed in this paper.
Reply: The introduction has been revised to explicitly outline the research gaps, particularly the lack of studies addressing the implementation challenges of halal logistics in Indonesia and the role of key influencing variables in ensuring product availability.
3. Literature Review
Some references are older than five years and should be updated with more recent studies where possible.
Reply: Older references (beyond five years) have been reviewed and, where possible, replaced with more recent studies to ensure the literature reflects the latest developments in halal logistics and supply chain management.
4. Methodology
The explanation of the random sampling process could be expanded to demonstrate the sample's representativeness.
Reply: The explanation of the random sampling process has been expanded to justify its representativeness, including details on how businesses were selected to ensure a balanced representation of both logistics service providers and MSMEs.
5. Results and Discussion
· The authors identify key variables such as X1 (transparency of halal product information) and X4 (worker training). However, the discussion could delve deeper into the relationships between variables.
Reply: The discussion has been expanded to explore how transparency in halal product information (X1) influences consumer trust, which in turn affects business performance. Additionally, the interaction between worker training (X4) and other factors such as supply chain efficiency has been elaborated upon.
· The negative relationship observed with variable X32 (environmental
impact reduction) should be elaborated upon to clarify its implications.
Reply: The discussion on X32 has been refined to explain why increased environmental responsibility efforts might pose operational challenges for SMEs, particularly regarding cost constraints. The potential trade-off between sustainability initiatives and halal logistics efficiency is now explicitly analyzed.
6. Conclusion
· The conclusion effectively summarizes the key findings. However, recommendations for implementing halal logistics practices could be more specific, including concrete strategies for SMEs.
Reply: The recommendations have been expanded to include specific strategies for SMEs, such as adopting digital tracking systems for halal certification, providing structured halal compliance training for employees, and seeking government support to ease certification costs.
7. Originality and Contribution
· The article contributes new insights into halal logistics in Indonesia, particularly in identifying priority variables. However, its practical implications for SMEs and policymakers could be strengthened.
Reply: The discussion on practical implications has been refined to provide clearer guidance for policymakers, including potential regulatory incentives, subsidies for halal logistics training, and collaboration frameworks between SMEs and logistics providers to enhance halal product availability.

Reviewer C:
1.  Abstract
The abstract should be revised to provide a more straightforward and concise overview of the study's objectives, methodology, and key findings. It is recommended to explicitly state the significance of halal logistics in maintaining product integrity and minimizing cross-contamination and outline the specific variables that influence the availability of halal products in Indonesia. Additionally, the abstract should briefly mention the sample size and the analytical methods employed, ensuring that it captures the essence of the research while adhering to a structured format. Enhancing the clarity and focus of the abstract will better engage readers and convey the study's relevance within the broader context of halal logistics and supply chain management.
Reply: The abstract has been revised to provide a more structured and concise overview. It now explicitly states the significance of halal logistics in maintaining product integrity and minimizing cross-contamination. Key variables influencing halal product availability (e.g., X1 - transparency, X4 - worker training) have been outlined. The sample size (108 companies) and the analytical method (multiple regression analysis) have been explicitly mentioned. This ensures clarity while maintaining engagement with the broader halal logistics discourse.

2. Introduction
· It should begin with a broader overview of the halal industry, including
its historical context and current global trends, to provide readers with a
solid foundation for understanding the significance of halal logistics.
Incorporating recent statistics, such as the projected growth of the halal
economy and its contribution to global trade, would effectively illustrate
the industry's economic importance and potential market opportunities.
Reply: The introduction now includes a discussion on the historical development of the halal industry, its economic significance, and global trends. Relevant statistics on the projected growth of the halal economy and its contribution to global trade have been added to highlight market potential.
· It is essential to clearly define the research gap that this study
intends to fill. Clearly articulate the gap in the existing literature or
practice regarding halal logistics in Indonesia. For example, "Despite the
growing demand for halal products, only a limited number of logistics
providers in Indonesia have obtained halal certification, which raises
concerns about the integrity of halal supply chains." Discuss potential
reasons for this gap, such as regulatory hurdles, lack of awareness, or
perceived costs associated with certification.
Reply: The research gap has been articulated more clearly, emphasizing the limited number of halal-certified logistics providers in Indonesia and the challenges they face. Factors such as regulatory hurdles, lack of awareness, and certification costs have been discussed to provide context.
· The research objectives and questions should be explicitly stated to
guide the reader's understanding of the study's aims. This could include
outlining the variables that will be analyzed and their relevance to
improving halal logistics practices in Indonesia. Formulate specific
research questions that guide your investigation, such as "What are the
critical success factors for halal logistics implementation in Indonesia?"
or "How do logistics providers perceive the challenges of obtaining halal
certification?”
Reply: The research objectives have been explicitly outlined, focusing on the critical success factors for halal logistics implementation. Specific research questions such as "What are the key factors influencing halal logistics implementation in Indonesia?" and "What challenges do logistics providers face in obtaining halal certification?" have been formulated.
· Please conclude the introduction with a brief overview of the paper's
structure. This would help orient the reader and provide a roadmap for what
to expect in the subsequent sections.
Reply: A brief roadmap has been added to guide readers through the subsequent sections, improving the coherence of the paper.

3. Literature Review
The SINERGI Journal template does not display literature reviews as a separate section. To revise the literature review section currently presented as a standalone section in your article, you can integrate it more seamlessly into the overall narrative of your paper. Weave relevant literature into the introduction instead of having a separate literature review section. As you introduce the topic of halal logistics, reference key studies highlighting the subject's importance. For example, you could say, "Recent studies, such as those by Haleem and Khan (2021), emphasize the critical success factors for adopting halal logistics, which are essential for maintaining product integrity." You can also incorporate literature into a methodology. In the results and discussion sections, continuously relate your findings to the literature. For example, "The findings of this study align with those of Talib et al. (2020), who identified government support as a critical factor in the successful implementation of halal logistics."
Reply: Since the SINERGI Journal does not allow a separate literature review section, the relevant references have been seamlessly integrated into the introduction, methodology, and discussion sections. Key studies are cited when discussing industry background, research gaps, and methodological justifications.

4. Research Methods.
It is recommended to :
· Clarify the Research Design. The methodology section would benefit from a more precise articulation of the research design. It is essential to specify whether a qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods approach is employed, as this will provide a foundational understanding of the study's framework.
Reply: The research design is now explicitly described as a quantitative approach with a survey-based methodology. The rationale behind using this approach is also explained.
· Explain Data Collection Methods. The methods of data collection require further elaboration. While it is mentioned that semi-structured interviews were conducted, it would be beneficial to specify the number of interviews, the duration, and the key topics covered during these discussions. This information will help readers assess the depth and reliability of the data collected.
Reply: Additional details on data collection have been provided, including the number of interviews (5 logistics company owners, 7 MSME representatives), the duration (30–45 minutes per interview), and the key discussion topics (procurement, production, distribution, product returns).
· Justify the Use of Multi Regression Analysis. Multi-regression analysis as the primary analytical method should be justified by briefly explaining its appropriateness for the research objectives. Discussing how this method will help identify the relationships between variables influencing the availability of halal products would strengthen the methodological rationale.
Reply: The appropriateness of multiple regression analysis is explained, emphasizing its role in identifying key variables affecting halal product availability and assessing their relative influence.
· Address Potential Limitations. It is advisable to acknowledge potential limitations within the methodology. For instance, discussing any biases arising from the sample selection or data collection process and how these limitations will be mitigated would provide a more balanced view of the research design.
Reply: A section discussing potential biases in sample selection and data collection has been added, along with mitigation strategies such as randomization techniques.
· Provide a Timeline for the Research. Incorporating a timeline for the research process, including key milestones for data collection and analysis, would clarify the study's execution and help readers understand its temporal context.
Reply: A research timeline detailing data collection, analysis, and interpretation phases has been incorporated to clarify the study’s execution.

5. Results and Discussion
· Please improve the clarity of the result presentation. It should be more structured and delineated. Consider using subheadings to categorize findings based on specific themes or variables. This will facilitate more straightforward navigation and comprehension for readers.
Reply: The results section has been restructured with subheadings categorizing findings based on specific themes and variables to enhance readability.
· Please ensure a logical flow of the "Discussion" part. The discussion should maintain a logical flow, linking the results to the research questions and objectives outlined in the introduction. This coherence will help reinforce the study's narrative and ensure the discussion remains focused and relevant. The discussion part can consist of:
· Provide context for findings. It is essential to relate the findings to existing literature. Discussing how the results align or contrast with previous studies will enrich the discussion and demonstrate the relevance of your research within the broader field of halal logistics.
Reply: The findings have been compared with previous studies, highlighting consistencies and discrepancies.
· Discuss the implications of the result. The impact of the findings should be explicitly articulated. Discuss how the identified variables influencing halal product availability can inform policy-making and operational practices within the logistics and food sectors. This will underscore the practical significance of the research.
Reply: The impact of key variables (e.g., X1 - transparency, X4 - worker training) on policy-making and logistics operations has been explicitly articulated, emphasizing their relevance for SMEs.
· Address the study's limitations. This section should include a critical evaluation of the study's limitations. Acknowledging potential biases, methodological constraints, or external factors that may have influenced the results will provide a more balanced interpretation and enhance the credibility of the research.
Reply: A section acknowledging limitations such as sample size constraints and potential self-reporting biases has been added.
· Based on the findings, it would be beneficial to suggest areas for future research. Identifying gaps in the current study and proposing specific questions or topics for further investigation will contribute to the ongoing discourse on halal logistics and encourage subsequent studies.
Reply: Future research directions, such as the role of digital technologies in halal logistics and broader international comparisons, have been proposed.

6. Conclusion
· The conclusion should begin with a succinct summary of the study's key findings. Restating the most significant results will reinforce the main contributions of the research and provide readers with a clear understanding of what was achieved.
Reply: The conclusion now begins with a concise restatement of key findings, focusing on the dominant factors influencing halal logistics.
· It is essential to explicitly link the conclusion to the research objectives in the introduction. This alignment will demonstrate how the study has addressed its initial aims and will enhance the coherence of the overall narrative.
Reply: The conclusion explicitly connects back to the research objectives, demonstrating how the study addresses its initial aims.
· The conclusion should discuss the practical implications of the findings. Highlighting how the results can be applied in real-world contexts, particularly in the logistics and food sectors, will underscore the research's relevance and utility.
Reply: Specific recommendations for SMEs and policymakers have been included, such as adopting digital tracking systems, improving worker training programs, and providing government incentives for certification.
· A brief acknowledgement of the study's limitations should be included in the conclusion. Additionally, suggesting specific directions for future research based on the findings will contribute to the ongoing academic discourse on halal logistics.
Reply: The conclusion briefly acknowledges the study’s limitations and reinforces the need for further exploration into policy-level interventions and technological advancements in halal logistics.

